
Minutes of the Sign Subcommittee Meeting of the

Zoning and Planning Board 

Monday, March 19, 2012
Lake Lure Municipal Center
Present:
Paula Jordan, Chair
John Wisniewski
Also Present:
Sheila Spicer, Zoning Administrator, Recording Secretary
The sign subcommittee met to inventory abandoned signs in Town limits and discuss the pros and cons of requiring that they be removed as currently stated in the Town of Lake Lure Zoning Regulations. Of the 12 signs previously identified by Ms. Spicer and presented to the Zoning and Planning Board at their January 17, 2012 meeting, one, the Firefly Cove Information Center sign, had since been removed, and there was an attempt to conceal another. The panel for the Mountain 1st Bank & Trust sign was turned around and inserted back into the sign support. Additionally, 4 new signs advertising businesses no longer in operation were identified. These included the dilapidated Lake Lure Family Campground/Coca Cola sign located across from Town Hall, the dilapidated Pearson Real Estate billboard located near the LureRidge Subdivision, the Alyssa’s Restaurant & Bar sign displayed on the Lake Lure Arcade sign, and the Cornerstone Realty sign at 747 Buffalo Creek Road. Ms. Spicer also reported that two signs she had originally identified as abandoned were in fact valid signs. One was the 1927 Lake Lure Inn & Spa The Beachside sign, which is for the beachside motel rooms operated by the 1927 Lake Lure Inn & Spa. The other was The Beachcomber sign on the small building beside Lake Lure Smokehouse. Ms. Spicer pointed out this building is leased by and used in conjunction with the Lake Lure Smokehouse and, while a sign permit had been issued to change the name of the business but never utilized, the business was still in operation. That left a total of 13 signs identified that were advertising businesses no longer in operation.
After completing the inventory, the subcommittee discussed the aspects of each individual sign and the difficulties it may pose the property owner in removing or concealing the signs. They also discussed the potential aesthetic impacts this may have. The consensus of the subcommittee was that all of the signs could be brought into compliance without significant costs to the property owner and undesirable impacts to the community. They felt the signs without internal illumination could simply be removed, and the signs with internal illumination could either be removed or a blank panel inserted in place of the panel advertising the defunct business. The subcommittee agreed to present this recommendation to the Zoning and Planning Board for discussion and a final recommendation to Town Council.
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